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Preface

All Saints’ Church has been described
as ‘The Cathedral of Rutland’. It is a
very fine building and the largest church
in the smallest county Multum in
Parvo!

Such a description refers to the
position and fabric of a beautiful
building which is explained and
illustrated in the following pages. It is
however, also the very busy working
parish church of Oakham and the
church for county and civic occasions.

Every generation plays its part in
the conservation, restoration and
refurbishment of the building but it
stands as the place of meeting of the
community with Almighty God,
reminding people of His Glory and as a
sign of His Light and Love.

As the spire points us to Heaven,
Cock Peter announces the Resurrection!

As you read this guide and visit the
Church may you be moved to worship
and adoration.

Canon Michael Covington Vicar






Photograph opposite:
All Saints’ from the south .
cast, Richard Adams.
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Introduction

All Saints’ parish church is at the
heart of the historic settlement of
Oakham, the county town of
Rutland, and the single largest,
church in the county. Along with the
adjacent castle — celebrated for its
outstanding Romanesque great hall
—and the original Tudor building
housing Oakham School on the
north side of the churchyard, it
provides a focused ensemble for the
town which has spread out on all
sides from this spot. The nearby
historic market place with its Butter
Cross completes this picture.

All Saints’ church is essentially a
late 13th century and early 14th
century building over the first stone
church on the site of ¢ 1200. There
was a further large scale rebuilding
¢ 1390-1410 but little thereafter was
undertaken until the substantial
restoration by Sir George Gilbert
Scott in the mid-19th century.

Photograph opposite: Nave
looking west. Richard Adams.

Recent additions include the
Mayhew Room and the narthex in
the west end also the new organ
located in the Trinity Chapel. There
is much of interest in the church’s
fittings and the generous
proportions of the building alone
cannot fail to impress any visitor.
James Stevens Curl writing in
Country Life (May 17,1984)
comments on ‘the huge Church of
All Saints’...is the second most
important building in Oakham. It has
a noble tower and spire that
dominate the town and can be seen
from afar. All Saints’ was an
important centre of pilgrimage and
is still a powerful visual presence’
The guide is divided into two
sections. The first looks at the
interior, exterior, fabric and fittings
and the second is a brief history. A
quick tour of the church is possible
by using the plan on pages 6 and 7.






