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“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son”
John 3:16
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FAITH IN THE FUTURE

On behalf the PCC, can | begin by saying a huge thank you to all who have given of
themselves generously in supporting the work of All Saints. There have been some
massive achievements in recent years. To see the generous giving of regular
worshippers, occasional visitors, local community and regional and national grant
charities has been inspirational. It has empowered us to complete two very
significant projects - the restoration of the North Windows and an exciting new
lighting system, which together have cost over £250,000.
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It’s also been thrilling to see growth in ministry, culminating in four people from the
benefice being ordained deacon at the beginning of July. There can’t have been
many other benefices where that has happened. And it represents amazing
generous giving by Alison, Madeleine, Nat and George, and all who supported them.

But this is only part of the vision we are looking to realise. We want to “cultivate a
vibrant, active church that is a beacon of support, love and hope” to church and
community; a church engaging in Spirited mission. Growth of the church and growth
off the kingdom of God are our aims.

All Saints church has stood and evolved since the thirteenth century. It has
established a special place within the town of Oakham and the county of Rutland. It
is “home” to those of us who worship within its walls; a place to “express our faith,
offer ourselves in God’s service; and offer comfort and fellowship to those in need.



We can begin to see how the various strands within our “Faith in the Future” vision
have been chosen to give us a real opportunity of Growth:-
WORSHIP COMMUNITY HERITAGE & EDUCATION
MUSIC YOUTH & CHILDREN SUSTAINABILITY.

And all underpinned by generous giving - FUNDING.

GENEROUS GIVING

Each year we ask you to take some time out to reflect on what the All Saints church
fellowship has achieved; what we are currently doing and what we want to do. And
also, importantly, to ask ourselves the question - “What part does God want me to

play?”

If there are two words that are key to this brochure they are GENEROSITY and
GRATITUDE - God’s generosity to us; our gratitude; our response in generosity to
God.

God’s generosity to us

Generous giving is part of the very nature of God. It’s who God is. It begins with
creation where the heart of God the Trinity explodes with love and wants to share
that love with every human being.

It continues with God’s grace and mercy to Israel in the arc of salvation. He is a God
of such abundance. Solomon declares on the completion of the Temple

“O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building you a house
for your holy name comes from your hand and is all your own.”

and the Psalmist writes

“But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house; | will
bow down toward your holy temple in awe of you.” Psalm 5:7

But God’s generosity finds its fullest expression in the cross - the greatest and most
generous gift ever made. It’s God’s selfless gift of self. The ultimate sacrifice. Not
because we deserve such a gift, but out of the generous giving of love from the
heart of God.



Our Gratitude to God

When we appreciate God’s generous giving and unbounded love , that is what
unlocks our gratitude.

“We love because he first loved us.” 1John 4:19
So our relationship with Jesus is central to our generous giving.

Giving is an act of worship, and obedience to God. It is a recognition that everything
comes from God’s generosity and grace. Giving is motivated by love. We are called
to love our neighbour as ourselves. This love should motivate our giving, as we seek
to meet the needs of others and serve God.

As they say “The heart of the matter - is the matter of the heart.” What’s in and on
our hearts? Paul appeals to the church in Corinth with the words

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

Our generosity to God
and the world.

“Mary took a pound of costly perfume,
of pure nard, anointed Jesus feet and
wiped them with her hair” John 12:3

| have been reading the material on the
Church of England web site in
“Generosity Resources”, in particular
“Living Generously” a series of 8 films
for small groups discussion. They look
in detail at the range of generosity
which Mary displays in this act of
anointing.

Mary is: “the unction of Christ” by Maria Stankova
Generous with time. She puts time aside to care for Jesus.

Generous with Attention. This is an act with real focus. In our current world of
distractions - focused attention is a gift.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%204%3A19&version=NRSVUE

Generous with wealth. It is a hugely expensive gift that Mary makes. Jonathan de
Bernhardt Wood, who presents the videos makes the comment that the giving
journey of the Christian disciples is one which starts with the Question “how much
of my money should | give away?” to “How much of God’s money shouldn’t |
keep?” There is a challenge!

Generous with talents. Mary brings her skills and energy to what is a tender task
which Jesus says is “for the day of my burial”. All the gifts of all the people in our
worshipping community are valuable. We are challenged to consider what our gifts
are - and to use them.

Generous with possessions. This amount of nard was of such value that it would
have been irreplaceable. Yet Mary gives it up. The whole of the house is filled with
the perfume. We are challenged to hang lightly to our possessions, lest they own us,
rather than our owning them.

Generous with Comfort. Mary gets down into the dirt and the dust to wipe the feet
of Jesus. She embraces the physically demanding role of a servant, and shows that
willingness to go the extra mile for another person. She goes out of her comfort
zone.

We are, as Christians, challenged to display the same kind of generosity. But there
are two things to remember.

This isn’t something that happens overnight; we cultivate and grow it over a
lifetime.

But even more important - In his letter to the Galatians, Paul points out that one of
the gifts of the Spirit is generosity. It’s so important, then, to PRAY that God will give
us this gift.

to a church of faith, hope & love.




GENEROUS GIVING IN ACTION

Our increasingly busy programme is enabled by a growing team of staff and
volunteers. There is a significant financial cost to running our activities, maintaining
our historic building and paying our excellent staff team. We receive no funding from
the Church of England or the Government. Everything we do is made possible by
generous giving.

Giving to All Saints Oakham is about serving others: sharing the good news of Jesus
Christ; maintaining our historic building for the community and future generations;
ensuring pastoral work goes on; serving our local schools; supporting the elderly
and bereaved; plus many more acts of service for our town and county.

These costs can only be met through the regular, planned, generous giving of the
congregation.

Our present needs focus on four areas:
1) Increasing the number of regular givers for our present ministry. Whether
you come to church regularly or infrequently, we need your support
2) Necessary building repairs.
3) Creating a fund for future projects such as youth and children’s work.
4) A development fund to update and improve church facilities

At the end of this booklet there is a simple guide to making your response.

As a church we have a good track record of meeting our running and staff costs, and
giving money to local and international charities and mission agencies. It is
important to continue that tradition of generous giving. In this way we play our part
in the wider mission of God.

We regularly support mission through the Church Mission Society, Churches
Together in Oakham, Children’s Society, and Peppers.



Maintaining the ministry of All Saints Church

The following figures show what it costs to maintain the current ministry of All
Saints’ Church, excluding major building repairs and projects.

Main areas of income:

Gift Aided Donations (including Gift Aid)

Other Giving

Royce Fund

Fees (weddings and funerals
Church Hall and sundry income
Fund Raising

TOTAL INCOME

Main areas of spending:

funerals)

Parish Share (Clergy and Diocesan costs)

Gas and Electricity

Local, National and International Mission

Insurance

Office and Services

Staff Salaries

Repairs

TOTAL SPENDING

2024

122,500

10000

4,000

4600

5500

2500

149100,

Budget 2025

130500

11,400

4,000

4000

3900

2,000

155800
88,600 91000
10500 11500
2000 5250
8500 9000
10500 14500
30000 30000
6000 2500

156100 163750



Note on Parish share, our biggest financial commitment.

This is a payment to Peterborough Diocese which covers the cost of parish clergy
and curates (stipend, housing, pensions, in service training). It also pays for the
administration of the Bishop’s offices and specialist teams (youth, children, schools,
mission). Around £3,000 of parish share is sent on to theological colleges and
courses to ensure the supply of trained clergy. No parish money will be used for the
Church Commissioners Slavery Reparation, or other Church of England initiatives.)
It’s also worth noting that after expenditure on significant repairs, our Repair Fund is
quite low - around £15,000. However, Fabric Committee has identified the following
Costs for repairs for the next 3 years

Ql-related repairs £30,000

Bell Tower louvres £20,000

West Door £3,000

Outdoor Clock £5,000 - £11,000

and
Annual maintenance
e £10,000

It is worth pointing out that as well as the Repair Fund our General account has little
headroom. So Reserves are low.

As you can see from the accounts, we had a total shortfall of £10,000 in 2024 and
our budget for 2025 predicted a shortfall of £10,000. We regularly look at our
expenses, and it is difficult to make any further economies.

So income needs to be our focus.
That’s not easy.

The tables opposite show some good news. With our regular givers, the average
monthly amount given has increased since 2022 - so a very big thank you to those
who have increased their giving. The more challenging news is that the average
number of givers has fallen from 113 in 2022 to 105 in 2025 - and that comes as no
surprise.



We know everyone wants to be sure
that money given is being spent
wisely. So here is what we have
achieved

Achievements over the last 5 years

e Major repair and restoration
work to 10 windows costing
£100,000 (through grants and
donations)

e Installation of a new lighting
system costing £140.000

¢ Installation of a new sound
system with live streaming
facility, with help from many
generous donations and grants

e Refurbishment of the Lady
Chapel and Mayhew Room,
and new carpet on the crossing
aisle

e |Installation of display and
storage units, now in regular
use
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Future aspirations:
e Qutreach to children and a new generation of church members, ideally
through appointing a youth and children’s worker.
e Finding a sustainable heating solution
e A heritage and sustainability project to update the church’s facilities

Can you help?
Can you join our regular planned giving scheme?

If 20 people joined our regular giving scheme, donating £50 per month, that would
raise £12,000 per year.

If 50 existing regular givers increased their donation by £10 per month that would
raise a further £6,000 per year.

Gift Aid turns each £1 given into £1.25. This would enable us to begin new areas of
outreach and growth.

If you are not already making a regular gift directly through the bank or through the
envelope scheme please consider joining up. Read on for how to do this.

Your prayerful response

Our sharing in God’s mission depends on more than our giving of money. It requires
us to be faithful to Christ’s call to share our faith, to pray, and to live lives worthy of
the gospel. But to expand our work we do need to improve our regular planned
giving and encourage one-off donations for specific projects.

O Lord, giver of life and source of our freedom, yours is “the earth in its
fullness; the world and those who dwell in it.” We know that it is from
Your hand that we have received all we have and are and will be.

Spend some time thinking about these two themes:

e How can God use my time and talents in his service? How will God use my
life for his mission?

Is your area of interest/ability: administration, teaching, leading groups, practical
work, music, schools, pastoral care, young people, evangelism, prayer, community
work, IT, healthcare, bell ringing, the environment, other?



e Am | giving the right amount of money to the church, so that we can expand

our mission? Is my giving generous and sacrificial, proportionate to my
income, regular and planned?

Which category of giving do you currently fit into?

Per week

£1-£5

£5-£10

£10-£20

£20-£50

£50-£100

£100+

Per month

£5-£20

£20-£50

£50-£100

£100-£200

£200-£500

£500+

Should you consider moving into another category?
Do you feel drawn to support one of our key projects?

Could you make a one-off donation as well as committing to planned giving?

Please fill in the response form at the back of this leaflet and return to the Church
Office (by hand or posted to All Saints Church Office, Church Street, Oakham, LE15

6AA)




Making a legacy to All Saints Oakham

Could you include All Saints Oakham in your Will?

A legacy can be designated for a specific purpose or left to the discretion of the PCC.

You should always consult with your solicitor when making or revising your Will.
Some typical wording is included below for guidance.
You might consider leaving a share of your estate:

| give % of my residuary estate free of all taxes to the Parochial Church
Council of the ecclesiastical parish of Oakham (registered charity number

1129880) in the Diocese of Peterborough for its general purposes (or specify a
purpose), and | declare that the receipt of an officer of the Parochial Church Council
shall be a sufficient discharge to my executors and trustees.

Or a fixed sum of money:

| givethesumof £ (pounds only) free of all taxes to the Parochial Church
Council of the ecclesiastical parish of Oakham (registered charity number 1129880)
in the Diocese of Peterborough for its general purposes (or specify a purpose), and |
declare that the receipt of an officer of the Parochial Church Council shall be a
sufficient discharge to my executors and trustees.

Please use the contacts overleaf for a further conversation or visit this website
www.churchlegacy.org.uk.



http://www.churchlegacy.org.uk/

REACH UP REACH OUT
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What happens next?

Please pray as you consider your response

Gracious and loving God, You call us to be the stewards of Your
abundance. Help us always to use Your gifts wisely and teach us to share
them generously. May our faithful stewardship bear witness to the love of
Christ in our lives. We pray this with grateful hearts in Jesus ‘name. Amen.

Please use the response page opposite as a prayerful commitment to support the
mission of our church. If you would like to talk through your response in more detail
please indicate this on the card. Response cards will be seen only by the stewardship
officer of the church.

Please note that we cannot start or adjust a standing order on your behalf, you must
approach your bank to do this. If you have online banking it is very straightforward.

For further conversation or information please contact:

David Pattinson david@oakhamteam.org.uk 07946 421679

Mark Nicholls (Chair of Finance committee) mark.nicholls8 @btinternet.com.
Sue Willetts (Treasurer) finance@oakhamteam.org.uk 01572 724007

Richard Plummer (Planned Giving) giving@oakhamteam.org.uk 01572 720506



mailto:david@oakhamteam.org.uk
mailto:finance@oakhamteam.org.uk
mailto:giving@oakhamteam.org.uk

Giving for Growth 2025-26: RESPONSE PAGE
Please fill in this page and follow the return instructions below.

Please tick any of the boxes that apply to you
Thank you very much

Address
| am planning to give £.......ccccceene. on a weekly/monthly/annual basis over the next year
| will be amending my existing standing order to All Saints’ Church Oakham [ ]

| will be setting up a new standing order to All Saints’ Church Oakham [ ]
Bank account: Oakham All Saints PCC sort code 40-43-05 account number 01141171

| will continue to use the church’s weekly envelope giving scheme [ ]
| would like to begin using the church’s weekly envelope giving scheme [ ]
Any cheques should be made payable to Oakham All Saints’ PCC

I am a UK tax-payer and would like All Saints’ Church to claim gift-aid on all my donations [ ]

| am making a one-off donation of £ .................... to support this area of the church’s

MNISTIY it e e e s

| would like a conversation with a member of the clergy [ ] finance team [ ]

| have included a legacy to All Saints Oakham in my Will [ ]

To keep our records up to date please provide your:

Phone number.......ccooveievecececeee e EMail address.....uciveeeireieeeeecese st
We are committed to keeping your personal information safe and confidential under GDPR. The
details of regular giving and one-off donations are known only to the Stewardship Officer of the
PCC who administers the Giving for Growth scheme. All Saints Church will only contact you to make
you aware of church related news. If you are happy for us to retain your information please sign
below:

YOUT SIBNATUIE ..ttt et s e e e sre et aenan Date...ccovvvvereerieecie e,

Please return this form by hand or by post to All Saints Church Office, Church Street, Oakham,
LE15 6AA or email a scanned copy to giving@oakhamteam.org.uk



mailto:giving@oakhamteam.org.uk




