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Welcome
From the Churchwardens and PCC
Welcome to All Saints Oakham. Thank
you for your interest in the position of
Team Rector and Vicar of Oakham and
for taking the time to look at our parish
profile. We are a friendly and thriving
church situated in Rutland, the smallest
county in England, recently voted one of
the top five best places in the UK to live.
Oakham is an historic market town and
sits in the centre of a triangle formed by
the cities of Leicester, Nottingham and
Peterborough. It is the County town of
Rutland which regained its independence
from Leicestershire in 1997.
We have an electoral roll of 311 people
and our average Sunday attendance is
200 from a worshipping community of
350. As part of a Team Ministry which
also incorporates nine village churches
and two Team Vicars (one in post and
one to be appointed by the Bishop and
new Team Rector), we are able to offer a
varied and exciting role to our new Team Rector. With many new developments and the
building of new homes, there are plenty of opportunities to build and grow with outreach
being part of our vision for the future.
We would love to meet you and discuss further what we can offer you in the role of Team
Rector. We would also like to direct you to our website which gives more of a flavour of
our beautiful church – www.oakhamteam.org.uk.
We would be happy to hear from you and answer any questions you may have.
With our very best wishes,
Alison Long and Ann Blackett
Churchwardens
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Oakham Team Ministry
The Oakham Team Ministry was established in 2011, however
our Parishes have been working together since 2005 and are
committed to building a Team structure and identity.
The Team Ministry is based around the Parish of Oakham, the
county town of Rutland. It comprises 10 parish churches – All
Saints Oakham in the town along with the villages of
Langham, Hambleton, Egleton, Braunston, Brooke,
Whissendine, Teigh, Ashwell and Market Overton. The
villages are set in very attractive Rutland countryside, but
with easy access to the towns of Oakham, Melton Mowbray
and Stamford. The cities of Peterborough, Leicester and
Nottingham are all within 30 miles.

Ministry Team
Team Rector
The Vicar of Oakham is also the Team Rector and leads the team with two Team Vicars covering the nine northern
and southern villages. Historically Oakham has been a training parish, with curates arriving having been ordained
as deacons and leaving us to take up posts of responsibility in other parts of the country. Two of our former
curates are now serving as bishops.

Team Vicar with responsibility for Whissendine, Ashwell,
Market Overton and Teigh
This role has recently been taken up by the Revd Deborah Marsh. Deborah and her
husband Gary live in the vicarage in Whissendine.

Team Vicar with responsibility for Langham, Braunston, Brooke,
Egleton and Hambleton
The previous Team Vicar left this post at the beginning of February 2018 and we hope to
advertise for her replacement in the Spring (the two vacancies may present an
opportunity for a couple in ministry).

Team Curates
We currently have two curates, the Revd Iain Osborne (stipendiary) and
the Revd Charlotte Osborn (SSM). Both were ordained as deacons in 2017
and are due to be priested in summer 2018.

Wider Team
The Ministry Team also includes a wide range of able and enthusiastic
Licensed Lay Ministers, including five Readers, two Parish Evangelists (one
of whom is in training for ordination at The Queens Foundation,
Birmingham) and two Lay Pastoral Ministers.
All Lay Ministers are licensed to the whole Team although some are based
mainly in particular parishes. We have formed six vocations to ordained
ministry and six newly licensed Lay Ministers in the last incumbency, with
others in formation, the fruit of a previous Vocations Group.
There are seven elderly retired and eight clergy with PTO living in the team parishes and some are very active and
available for cover. We have a good working relationship with Oakham School which is served by its own Chaplain.
The daily office and a weekly Team Communion are important foundations for our work. The clergy meet
fortnightly and at present the whole Ministry Team meets monthly and these gatherings are a mutual obligation
for all members.
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Team Rector and Vicar of Oakham: Person Specification
During our recent parish consultation, we agreed that the following qualities were
desirable in the person we would be looking for. We would like to find a priest and leader
who:
• will preach imaginatively and effectively, appealing to all and drawing from the
scriptures and from the experience of life;
• will inspire and support people on their journey of faith;
• will lead, nurture and enable the growth of our pastoral provision, to reflect on our
practice and respond to changing needs;
• has the ability and experience to work in ways which will encourage and enable the
church in this place to flourish;
• is able to draw out gifts and talents in people and enable them to own their faith;
• will help us to discern where we are as a church and take us forward;
• responds with love and compassion to those in need, and offers guidance;
• attends carefully to their own spiritual life;
• can lead and manage a team of clergy and lay ministers with wide ranging and
diverse gifts;
• can respond to the differing challenges of a growing town and the rural parishes
where people are committed but few in number;
• will help us to grow our work with children and young people as part of the church
community, without losing sight of the changing needs of older people;
• is keen to play a part in the wider church life of town, community and county;

If this has awakened something in you, we would very much like to talk to you.
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The Churches of the Oakham Team Ministry
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Oakham and the County of Rutland
Oakham is an attractive historic
and thriving market town, and is
the county town of Rutland, in the
centre of a triangle formed by the
cities of Leicester, Peterborough
and Nottingham. Situated in the
East Midlands, the town has seen
significant housing development
in recent years and the population
is forecast to rise to 12,000. Most
of its residents commute to
Historic centre of Oakham, showing the Butter Cross, Oakham School and the Parish Church
surrounding towns and cities for
work, but there is some small light industry in the town. The historic centre of the town is dominated by the
Parish Church, Oakham Castle and Oakham School; the latter being a large employer in town, an independent
school founded in 1584 by Archdeacon Robert Johnson. Compared to the national average, Oakham has a slightly
older population and is largely white British, although this is changing. For more socio-economic statistics, please
go to: https://www.ilivehere.co.uk/statistics-oakham-rutland-28631.html

Local Schools
Within Oakham there are five very good primary schools. In the state sector, Oakham C of E Primary School which
incorporates The Ark, an SEN and disability centre, and two academies, Brooke Hill Academy and Catmose
Primary School. English Martyrs is a Roman Catholic primary school, and in the private sector is Brooke Priory.
There are very popular local CEVC primary schools in the villages of Whissendine and Langham.
At secondary level we have Catmose College (11-16) in Oakham, which completed a £23m rebuilding project in
2011, and Harington School (16-18), a free school sixth form which opened in Oakham in 2015, both being judged
‘Outstanding’ in their most recent OFSTED Inspections. In the private sector Oakham School is for 11-18 year olds.
Other county secondary schools exist in Great Casterton and Uppingham as well as the independent school in
Uppingham.

The County
Rutland takes great pride in being the smallest county in England and is a most attractive and vibrant place to live,
and has recently been voted third in the best place to live in the UK survey. The county status was restored in
1997 under a Unitary Authority – Rutland County Council. It offers excellent schools, music, sporting and leisure
facilities. In particular, Rutland Water draws large numbers of tourists throughout the year. The two towns of
Oakham and Uppingham are complemented by many beautiful and traditional villages.
There is still a farming tradition in the county. There are good rail links to Leicester, Peterborough and onwards to
London. Its central location and proximity to the A1 means many people choose to retire here, whilst the towns
remain socially mixed. St George’s Barracks (North Luffenham), Kendrew Barracks (Cottesmore) and HMP Stocken
are within the county.

Living in Oakham
The town has a small but diverse central shopping area with a twice-weekly market and monthly farmers’ market.
There is a large medical practice, a local cottage hospital and extensive sheltered housing for elderly people.
There are a variety of independent retailers and larger shops, charity shops and a market twice a week. Oakham
boasts many coffee shops and restaurants and four supermarkets as well as estate agents, library, Oakham Castle
and Rutland County Museum. There is a railway station with trains running directly to Peterborough, Leicester
and Birmingham giving good access to London and all other parts of the UK. There is a local ‘hopper’ style bus
service as well as buses which travel further afield.
Oakham is located on the edge of Rutland Water which is a special site of scientific interest and a special
protection area under the European Union Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds and Nature Conservation
Review site. It offers a great many activities including sailing, walking and twenty-six miles of cycle paths.
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Worship Pattern
1st Sunday
Oakham

2nd Sunday

3rd Sunday

4th Sunday

8:00am Holy Communion* 8:00am Holy Communion* 8:00am Holy Communion* 8:00am Holy Communion*
10:30am Parish Communion 10:30am Parish Communion
6:00pm Evensong

6:00pm Evensong

10:30am
10:30am Parish Communion
Family Communion (odd)
6:00pm Evensong
Family Service & Baptism (even)
12:15pm Holy Baptism (odd)
6:00pm Choral Evensong

Whissendine

11:00am Holy Communion

11:00am Family Service

11:00am Holy Communion

Teigh

9:15am Matins

9:15am Holy Communion**

6:00pm Evensong
(4:00pm in winter)

Ashwell

10:30am Morning Worship 10:30am Holy Communion

11:00am Morning Prayer

10:30am Holy Communion

Market
Overton

9:15am Holy Communion

9:15am Morning Worship

9:15am Holy Communion

Langham

6:00pm Word, Worship
& Response

11:00am Holy Communion

11:00am Holy Communion

Braunston

11:00am Holy Communion

11:00am Sunday Worship

11:00am Holy Communion

11:00am Sunday Worship

Brooke

6:00pm Evensong

8:00am Holy Communion**

6:00pm Evensong

8:00am Holy Communion

Hambleton
Egleton

9:15am Holy Communion
9:15am Holy Communion

9:15am Holy Communion
9:15am Holy Communion

On the 5th Sunday of the month there is usually:
8:00am
10:30/11:00am
3:00pm
6:00pm

Holy Communion* at Oakham
Team Holy Communion at Oakham, Whissendine or Langham
Holy Baptism at Oakham
Evening Worship with Oakham Methodist Church
(alternately at All Saints Oakham & Oakham Methodist Church)

Services of Holy Communion are Common Worship (Contemporary Language), except those marked
*Common Worship (Traditional Language) and **Book of Common Prayer.
During the week there is the Team
Communion at Oakham on Thursday
at 9:00am, which is an opportunity for
members of the Ministry Team to
worship together, further
celebrations of Holy Communion at
Oakham on Tuesday and Friday (BCP)
at 10:00am (which the Team Vicars
take a proportion of), at the Chapel of
St John & St Anne (see page 16) on
Wednesday at 10:00am, and BCP
Communion at Langham on the 1st
Wednesday at 11:00am. There is a
service of Celtic Prayer at Egleton on
the 2nd Thursday, a Healing Prayer
meeting at Oakham on the 1st
Wednesday at 12 noon, and Morning
Prayer is said at Oakham at 8:30am on
weekdays except Thursday.

After a Thursday Team Communion
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Further Team services take place at major festivals, e.g.
Advent Carol Service, Ash Wednesday, Holy Week,
Ascension Day, often with the Team Choir Laudamus
which is formed from the combined choirs of Oakham,
Whissendine, Market Overton and Langham churches.
Once a month there is Choral Evensong, usually at
Oakham, but also at one or other of the villages to
celebrate particular feasts. On other Sundays, there is
sung Evensong (without choir) at Oakham and a regular
joint evening service with Oakham Methodist Church.
During Holy Week there is a full range of liturgical
provision including Palm Sunday with procession,
Compline in different village churches on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday, Maundy Thursday with foot
washing and a watch until midnight, Good Friday with
three hours of liturgy and addresses, Dawn Easter Vigil in
Oakham or one of the villages, and Easter Sunday
services throughout the team parishes.
Churches Together in Oakham holds an ecumenical
service on Palm Sunday, a joint walk of witness through
Oakham on Good Friday and events during the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity.
There is also a range of formal and informal worship across the churches of the Team, including a weekly Christian
meditation group, Word, Worship and Response (WWR) service held monthly in Langham, a children’s Good
Friday workshop held in Whissendine, and regular services held in local care homes.

Team Policies
The Team parishes have each affirmed
their support of the ordained ministry of
women and clergy women have served
here for many years. In recent years we
have made marriage available to divorced
people in line with the Bishops’
guidelines. We operate a generous and
open baptismal policy to all living in our
parishes. Some of the parishes have
followed the lead of Oakham in admitting
children to Holy Communion before
Confirmation. We are committed to our
ecumenical partners with whom we meet
regularly. There is a range of church
traditions present within the Team and
we see this as one of our strengths.
Within each parish our aim is to provide
the best of Anglican worship and pastoral
care to all who seek it.

Good Friday Walk of Witness

Team Support
We employ a Parish Administrator for 20 hours a week, and a Finance Assistant for 8 hours a week. There is a
Parish Office situated in All Saints Church which is staffed from Monday-Friday mornings. We also employ a
Director of Music, a Verger and a Church Hall Caretaker.
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Music
The Director of Music at All Saints Oakham directs the
choir at All Saints and the Team Choir Laudamus, is
responsible for the music at All Saints Oakham, and has
oversight of musical provision in the villages. The choirs
making up Laudamus have a wide repertoire including
plainsong, traditional church music from the sixteenth to
twentieth centuries, as well as more modern style such as
Taizé and Bernadette Farrell. The choir is affiliated to the
Royal School of Church Music, and takes part in its Voice
for Life scheme.
The Sunday Parish Communion at Oakham currently uses
three settings in alternation (Richard Shephard’s
Addington and Woodard settings, and Gregory Murray’s
New People’s Mass during Advent and Lent). The choir
usually sings a communion anthem, and there is a good
tradition of congregational hymn singing. Hymns are
printed in the Weekly Pewsheet, to enable selection from
a wide range of sources, but using Ancient & Modern
(2013) as a basis.
Evensong at Oakham includes hymns (usually from New
English Hymnal) and the psalms, canticles and ferial
responses are sung, and at the monthly Choral Evensong
the choir also sings an anthem and occasionally settings of
the canticles and responses.
At Oakham there is a small band of instrumentalists who
play for the Family Service once a month, a grand piano and a pipe organ. The organ at Oakham was built by
Kenneth Tickell of Northampton and was installed in 1995. It is often used for recitals as well as worship.
There are several accomplished organists in and around Oakham who assist the Director of Music in playing for
Sundays, weddings and funerals, and we are fortunate to be close to Oakham School with its strong musical
tradition. Many of its students perform at weekly lunchtime concerts in All Saints Oakham. The church is also used
during term time by Oakham School for music tuition.

Children and Young People
We have a thriving Sunday School
for children aged 4-11 which
meets every week in term time
except the third Sunday, when we
all come together for family
worship. The group meets in the
Church hall and has prayer time
and activities before joining the
rest of the congregation in time to
participate in Holy Communion.
We have a team of volunteers
from the congregation who
prepare and run the Sunday
school sessions, using the Roots
resources. There are 13 children
enrolled in our Sunday school.
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We have two youth groups ASH (All Saints Hub)
which is for 11-14 year olds and ASK (All Saints Kids)
for 14 years and above. These groups are attended
by 15 children and young people
On the second Sunday of the month, the ASH and
ASK groups meet separately and are led by
members of the congregation; on the 4th Sunday,
they meet jointly with the session taken from the
‘Roots’ magazine and led by members of the
Sunday School team. The children and young
people from these groups are present in church and
join in with the services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays
of the month.

Churches Together
Within the town of Oakham there are also Methodist, Baptist, Roman Catholic and Congregational churches and a
Society of Friends. There is a strong and thriving Churches Together group, meeting weekly for prayer. Included in
their activities are weekly Lent groups and Lent lunches, prayer breakfasts at the beginning of the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity, the Good Friday Walk of Witness, Women’s World Day of Prayer and support for community
projects such as the local Drop in Centre, the Rutland Foodbank and work with homeless people.

Civic Services and Other Town Events
As the parish church of the county town of Rutland, All Saints
Oakham hosts the annual Remembrance and other civic
services, including the Town Carol Service, and the Justice
Service every two years. The church is also used for many
concerts and events by local choirs, music groups and charities
as well as local schools. The Team Rector and Ministry Team are
often involved in these events.

Community Activities and Outreach
We have a pastoral forum which meets regularly and identifies
areas for development to address the changing needs of the
community, including improved bereavement support and
ministry and adult faith sharing.
We have regular tea parties held in the church to reach out to
those people who may be experiencing social isolation. These
events are increasingly well attended.

Sunday Afternoon Tea Party

All our baptism families are sent anniversary cards for the first
five years after baptism and receive a twice-yearly letter from
the Parish Evangelist inviting them to our Mothering Sunday
and Christingle services.

A bereavement support group has recently been formed under the leadership of Lay Pastoral Ministers and a
semi-retired local GP, which offers support to those whose relatives’ funerals have taken place in the church. We
offer an annual All Souls Service to which we invite all those families that have been bereaved during the last
three years. Attendance is between 80 and 100.
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We hold a weekly communion service at the
Chapel of St John & St Anne (see page 16),
and a monthly communion service in the
Rutland Care Village which is attended by
around 30 people. This is shared with the
Methodists. A monthly service of
distribution of Holy Communion especially
for the sick and housebound is held at
Crown House nursing home and is led by
one of our lay ministers.
We have a good relationship with the local
Church of England Primary School and the
vicar has historically sat as an ex-officio
governor, but this role has now been
delegated to a PCC foundation governor.
This can be renegotiated if desired by the
new incumbent. Clergy from the Team take
Churches Together Prayer Breakfast
weekly collective worship at the school as
well as services in church for Harvest, Christmas and at the end of term. The school was rebuilt in 2011 and has
recently received an Ofsted rating of Good in all areas.
Other community events include Travelling Nativity, Lent Lunches, Experience Easter programmes for local
schools and weekly lunchtime concerts led by young musicians from local schools. We open the church during the
annual Christmas late night shopping evening and offer mulled wine, mince pies and a peaceful escape from the
busyness of the season.
There are many other activities taking place regularly and these include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

A walking group
Four home groups all meeting fortnightly
Monthly open house coffee mornings
A team of bell ringers who meet and
practise weekly
Flower guild
Healing prayer group
Oasis coffee mornings
A music group of largely young people
who play at our family service
The Oakham Church choir and Team
Choir Laudamus
Mothers Union, which meets on the
second Thursday of the month, either in
the church or the church hall. This
Team Walking Group
thriving group offers a range of
activities, speakers and outings. They
also hold a monthly Corporate Communion at the chapel of St John & St Anne.
Tiny Tots, a toddler group for the community held each Thursday morning in term time in the church. Run by
a small but committed group of volunteers, parents and their young children enjoy a time of play, craft
activities, stories and songs.

All Saints Oakham has been a Fairtrade church since 2004; this means we are committed to using Fairtrade
products wherever we can. A stall is held regularly selling items sourced from Traidcraft.
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Friends of All Saints Church
We have a thriving group of Friends who run a
programme of social events and outings. The
monies raised are used to help finance projects
within the church, particularly related to the
upkeep of the building.

Communications
We recognise the importance of good
communication. The weekly pew sheet includes a
service booklet as well as notices, prayer requests,
upcoming events and reports. Each village has its
own version of the pew sheet containing the
service details and notices. This enables everyone
across the team to be kept fully informed about
what is going on. We recently relaunched the
Friends Shrovetide Party
Oakham Team website, which includes
information for both members and prospective visitors of Oakham and all the village churches.
We recently produced a leaflet with Churches Together in Oakham detailing information about all the churches in
Oakham which was distributed to the new housing estates in the area as well as local hotels and bed and breakfast.
Every year CTiO produces and distributes leaflets outlining all the Christmas and Easter services throughout the town.

Deanery of Rutland
There are 53 parishes in the deanery – all except three (Carlby in Lincolnshire, and Harringworth and Duddington
in Northamptonshire) are in the county of Rutland. Three parishes are redundant, and another is a chapel of ease.
In recent years the deanery has undergone organisational changes with the formation of nine benefices: there are
some changes still to be made. The deanery has a growth action plan and speakers at deanery synod frequently
support actions in the plan.
The deanery, one of 12 in the diocese, has a proud record of paying in excess of 95% of its requested parish share,
regularly in the top three contributors of all deaneries. Rutland deanery is active with 55 lay members and 15
clergy. There are four meetings each year plus an annual deanery eucharist. All our meetings are ‘open’ and we
have a full programme for 2018, set by a small Mission & Pastoral Committee. The deanery also takes an active
role at Diocesan Synod through elected members, the Rural Dean and Lay Chair. A quarterly newsletter is sent to
all members of synod and PCC secretaries updating on developments within the deanery, synod and the wider
diocese. There is an active Clergy Chapter which meets approximately six times a year.
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Dreams and Visions
As our town changes and grows, we are passionate about reaching out and spreading the good news of the
gospel to our new as well as existing neighbours. We want to continue to build upon our strong church
community, to continue to develop a place where people of all ages and backgrounds feel welcome and cared for,
and where our differences are accepted and celebrated.
As we face the challenges and opportunities ahead, we hope to prayerfully inspire all those we serve to fully
embrace their gifts and talents and to search for what God is calling them to.
Over the next few years we hope to:
•

•

•

•

•

Develop our provision for children and young
families, to bring them into contact with the All Saints
Community and through them, to come into a
relationship with Christ and the Church.
Maintain and develop our pastoral provision for all
ages and particularly the ageing and vulnerable
members of our community.
Recognise, celebrate and build on the breadth of our
worship and churchmanship so that we avoid
becoming polarised in an increasingly polarised
world.
Create spaces and occasions for people to come
together to learn about their faith through discussion,
listening, prayer and Christian action, and for this to
become the backdrop to all that we do.
Continue to improve our church building to provide a
welcoming space, both for the worshipping
community and the other people who visit and use it.
One of the areas we are currently investigating is an
improved sound system, to increase the accessibility
of our worship and to be more inviting to community
groups. Other medium to long term projects that will need to be investigated include lighting,
redecoration and the possibility of more boiler and electrical work.

Finances and Stewardship
Although not wealthy, our financial position is stable. We pay our Parish Share and usually budget to break even.
We are a Stewardship church and at present hold campaigns every three years, the most recent being in
September 2017. During 2017, all the churches in the team were able to pay their full share except one who has
paid £6,000 of a £7,000 request. This year we are endeavouring to ensure that all team parishes are supported in
paying their share fully. Accounts are listed fully in the APCM Reports Booklet (also available on the website).
For more details, please contact the Churchwardens.

Stewardship Campaign 2017
Results of the recent stewardship campaign:
•
•
•
•
•

75% of those who responded have increased their giving.
The total annual giving by Gift Aid (which is an important figure to track, as it represents our regular
committed income), should increase from what we expect to be £86,000 in 2017 to £98,000 in 2018.
Together with the tax reclaim, it represents an increase of £15,000 in our annual income. That is slightly
better than our three previous campaigns, where the figure was around £12-13,000.
It will cover 75% of our budgeted total expenditure for the year.
It means that the loss of £7,000 projected for this year should become a surplus of £2,000, despite
increased expenses.
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Mission Giving
We live in one of the most beautiful places in a rich country and although we sometimes find our finances are
squeezed nonetheless we aim to give 10% of our planned giving to outside charities every year. In 2017 our
Mission Giving partners were:
International

MU Overseas Fund
USPG
Julian Lott (Malawi Salt)
DEC

400
800
400
1000

Send a Cow
300
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) 150
MSF
150
Leprosy Mission
200
Total
3400

National
SSAFA
Bible Society
Children's Society
Br Red Cross – Refugee Help

300
200
300
200

Kairos Community
Scripture Union
Newcastle West Foodbank
Farming Community Network
Total

250
200
700
250
2400

Local
Opportunity Chalet
Churches Together in Oakham
Launde Abbey
Drop-in centre
Scouts

250
400
350
250
200

Guides
Rutland Reminders
Oakham Foodbank
MU Peterborough
Bridge to Hope Coffee
Total

200
200
300
150
200
2500

Total

8300

Sum awarded to DEC for Grenfell Tower support

350

Oakham

Whissendine

Teigh

Ashwell

Market Overton

Langham

Braunston

Brooke

Hambleton

Egleton

Parish Statistics

10900

1300

50

300

600

1600

450

50

140

80

Electoral Roll

310

91

11

28

37

41

43

24

17

19

Usual Sunday
Attendance

206

47

9

12

15

33

16

13

11

17

Christmas

982

242

41

51

106

354

237

20

47

19

Easter

370

81

40

22

16

119

51

16

30

16

Baptisms

29

5

0

0

3

0

5

1

4

1

Weddings

14

7

0

3

2

0

0

0

0

1

Funerals

51

7

0

0

3

9

4

1

0

1

Population

Of the worshipping community at Oakham, 15% are aged 0-17, 43% aged 18-69, and 42% aged 70+.
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All Saints Church Oakham

All Saints Church
The parish church, dedicated to All Saints, dates from the twelfth century and has been greatly added to over the years; in
particular the fine fourteenth century decorated spire which dominates the town. The west end of the building was
reordered in the late 1990s leading to the creation of a meeting room, toilet, kitchen area and upstairs office.
Although many of the issues identified have been rectified, there are still some works outstanding from the last
Quinquennial Inspection, with the next inspection being due during 2018. Over the last couple of years, we have
undertaken a project to replace the boiler as it was constantly breaking down. However, some of this investigation
ultimately identified the problem which allowed us to repair the existing system rather than replacing the boiler.
The church clock was installed in 1858. It is a prototype by F Dent for the clock in the Elizabeth Tower in Westminster.
We have recently refurbished the clock and installed an automatic winder to conserve the mechanism. The church has
an important ring of eight bells (24cwt in E flat) cast by Gillet & Johnson, reputed to be one of the finest eight bell
rings from that foundry. A memorial garden has been added to the south side of the church in 2017 by the
Oakham in Bloom group.
Future priorities include a sound and lighting scheme and to continue with the ongoing minor maintenance that
any building of this age inevitably requires. We currently have a member of the congregation who dedicates a lot
of time to dealing with fabric issues, working closely with the churchwardens and vicar. As we move forward we
plan to reinstate a small team to oversee this work.

Church Hall
The church hall is situated in the corner of the car park opposite the church itself. Opened in 2004 it is run by a
small committee and takes internal and external bookings. Comprising a very well appointed modern kitchen,
disabled toilets, and a recently refurbished ceiling to improve the acoustics of the hall, this is a sought-after venue
in the town, hosting a variety of events and weekly groups and meetings. The hall is completely self-financing and
regularly contributes to church finances.

The Hospital of St John & St Anne (Almshouses)
The almshouses of St John & St Anne were originally founded in 1398, making this the oldest charity in Rutland. It
forms a noteworthy part of the Anglican heritage of the town and parish. It was effectively re-founded in 1597 by
Archdeacon Johnson, who was also responsible for establishing Oakham and Uppingham Schools, both still key
parts of the Rutland educational provision. This Anglican heritage is recognised by the Bishop, the Dean, and the
vicars of Oakham, Uppingham and North Luffenham all being ex-officio members of the governing body.
Today, there are 110 mixed residential units across five sites in Oakham and Uppingham, providing
accommodation for those of limited financial means. It makes this one of the larger almshouses nationally, and a
notable part of the town’s charitable infrastructure. The original almshouses were built around a 14th century
chapel. This simple and lovely grade 2 building, in the Perpendicular style, is maintained by the Charity. Use of the
Chapel comes under the responsibility of All Saints, and a communion service is held weekly on Wednesdays,
providing not only for residents of the almshouses, but for the church fellowship generally. It constitutes an
ancient and prayerful additional resource for worship and fellowship within the benefice. Recent changes to the
charity have allowed for the appointment of a governor to sit in place of the incumbent and this role is currently
filled by one of the curates.
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The Vicarage
2 Vicarage Road, Oakham, Rutland LE15 6EG
Oakham Vicarage is based in a town centre location just a
few minutes’ walk from the church. It is a large two-storey
detached four bedroomed property built in the early 1960s,
after the sale of the Victorian vicarage to Oakham School,
which now forms part of Jerwoods, opposite the present
vicarage. The property stands on a good-sized corner plot,
and is surrounded by a large garden. There is an attached
single garage and parking for several cars on the driveway.
The property is built of cavity brick and block walls beneath
a pitched tile clad roof. The floors are of solid and timber
construction. The original metal framed windows have
been replaced with UPVC double glazed windows and the patio doors are also of UPVC being double glazed.
There is a gas fired central heating system which is a wet system with radiators in each room.
The church, town centre,
railway station and bus
station are all within walking
distance.
The previous Incumbent and
his family lived in the vicarage
for 14 years and there will be
some updating carried out
during the vacancy.

Study, Living Room and Breakfast Kitchen
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St Andrew Whissendine

The Village
Whissendine is a large rural village situated in the north of Rutland, 5 miles from Oakham and 7 miles from
Melton Mowbray. A regular bus service connects these places to the village.
The village has a population of approximately 1300 people. There is a successful and over-subscribed Church of
England Primary School in the village, along with a pre-school, a shop/post office, pub, village hall and sports club.

The Church Building
St Andrew’s is a large Grade 1 listed building. The earliest parts date
back to the 13th century, before further developments in the 14th
century. A major refurbishment took place in 2001. All parts of the
building are well-maintained. The tower contains 6 bells, the oldest of
which are 400 years old. The churchyard is also well cared for and
open for burials. A strong team of people, including organists, choir
members, flower arrangers, cleaners and gardeners all work to ensure
the building and grounds are kept in good order.

Church Life
St Andrew’s has an electoral roll of 95, with an average Sunday attendance of 50 adults
and 7 children. A varied service pattern includes Book of Common Prayer, Family
Service and Common Worship. Attendance is very good at seasonal services, with the
Christingle Service being a particular favourite throughout the village.

Fishes Club

The church has had an active Sunday School known as
Fishes Club. There has been a Summer Holiday Club in
the past and a Children’s Good Friday Workshop. Strong
links are maintained with the village Church of England
School, which makes regular use of the church and its
facilities. We have an active team of foundation
governors.

The finances of St Andrew’s are in good order. The church is financially sound and
paid the parish share in full. The church has a busy social calendar. Concerts are
held in the church on a regular basis, and plans are currently underway for the
biennial flower festival. St Andrew’s benefits from a co-operative and active PCC.
The diversity of the congregation is fully represented and members have a wide
spectrum of personal qualities and abilities.
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Good Friday Children's Workshop

St Mary Ashwell

The Village
Ashwell is a small rural village, three miles north of Oakham, in which stone and water feature prominently. The
population of around 220 is made up of commuters, retired folk and people who work more locally. Most of the
village lies compactly between Oakham Road, the church and the brook with small communities at Ashwell Hall
and Ashwell Grange. Essentially an estate village, Ashwell is a conservation area with varied size and age of
housing. Amenities are limited to the church, a village hall and garage.

The Church Building
The church, which is open daily, is mainly 14th century in
origin with major restoration work undertaken by the
Victorian architect William Butterfield, in the mid
nineteenth century. The interior’s simplicity and tranquillity
of its setting gives St Mary’s a special atmosphere. A
wooden figure of a crusader, dated around 1280, and the
grave of Revd J W Adams, the only vicar to be awarded the
VC (Afghan War), are of special interest. The building is in
good repair, having been totally re-roofed in the last six
years. Our current project is to bring a water supply to the
church, which will be particularly useful for flower
arranging and for the provision of refreshments following
each of our services. The parish share is paid in full and finances are sound.

Church Life
Services are held at 10:30am on three Sundays a month. Two of
these are Common Worship Communion and the third a less
formal Morning Worship
which provides a balance of
worship styles.
Congregations are usually
between 15-20 with festivals
and other special services
attracting significantly larger
numbers from the village. A
bible study group also meets
weekly within the village. The presence of the church is much valued in our
community, with support shown in a number of ways, for example coffee
mornings, flower arranging, spring cleaning and fund raising events. Varied
social events, arising from our Growth Action planning, including trips, walks,
pub meals, are arranged regularly. These are well supported and enjoyed by
many in the village and have in recent years provided a welcome bridge
between church and village life.
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Holy Trinity Teigh

The Village
Teigh is a small rural village, five miles
north of Oakham and eight from
Melton Mowbray. The Church is
physically and socially at the centre of
this village of 50 people with no pub,
school or village hall. One family farm
most of the land in the parish and
other villagers either work in nearby
towns or are retired.

The Church Building
The Church dates from 1782 and has
pews arranged as in a college or
cathedral choir. The west wall has a
surprising arrangement of two reading
desks and a central very high pulpit, all in Strawberry Hill Gothic style. The church is open during daylight hours
and as befits this most rural village.

Church Life
For such a small village, the regular worshipping life is in very good
heart. All services are taken from the Book of Common Prayer, and
include Holy Communion, Matins and Evensong. There are hymns
and sung canticles at non-eucharistic services. There is a faithful
congregation of 8-10, with some coming from other villages. There
are larger congregations at Christmas, Easter, Trinity Sunday and
Harvest. In
recent years
Teigh has
welcomed large
Laudamus Team Choir at Teigh
numbers to
Team services
on 5th Sunday evenings and during Holy Week.
The parish share and clergy expenses have been paid in full,
and the parish is financially secure.
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St Peter & St Paul Market Overton

The Village
The settlement at Market Overton probably dates back to
Roman times – many Roman artefacts have been found in the
village and the earthworks to the north and east of the church
are thought to be Roman in origin. The village was important in
Saxon times too; an early pagan cemetery to the south-east
produced many fine grave goods, and the church tower dates
from the 10th century.
This small rural village is now home to around 400 people and
is noted for the strength of its village life. We are proud to have
a community committed to keeping village life alive for everyone – young and old alike.

The Church Building
The Church of St Peter and St Paul is surrounded by a large and attractive
churchyard, from which there are some lovely rural views. Inside, you will find
a small, intimate interior, typical of a village church, with an Anglo-Saxon arch
leading to the tower. You will also see a clever conversion of the south side of
the nave to form a multi-use choir vestry and parish room. The church is open
during daylight hours, with volunteers regularly cleaning it and providing
flower arrangements.

Church Life
A varied pattern of Sunday services includes Holy Communion,
Evensong, Family Service and special occasion services. The average
congregation of around 20 swells to 60 or more for major festivals.
There are a small number of baptisms, weddings and funerals. We have
a choir which also joins with others in the team. The midweek toddler
group, Little Angels, has a mini service with refreshments served by
older members of the community.
Little Angels
Village amenities in addition to the church are a pub, post
office/shop, bowls club, cricket club, village hall, doctors’ surgery and play area. All of these require ongoing
support to continue. The community’s approach is to work in partnership to achieve this. There are harvest
celebrations, carol singing on the green and we run a Christmas Fayre. The annual Feast Weekend comprises a
weekend of activities ranging from a concert in the church to open gardens, a historical walk, barbecue at the
cricket club, games and bowling sessions and strawberry teas. This all raises funds for the church and other village
groups. The PCC has sought to tackle the major issues of attendance and financial stability. The Growth Action
Plan has brought some confidence in meeting the challenges facing the church.
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St Peter & St Paul Langham

The Village
Langham has a population of around 1,600 people, which includes what
was, until recently, the tiny village of Barleythorpe, one mile towards
Oakham. However, Barleythorpe has been the site of a large new housing
develpoment over the past few years, and it still not complete. Positioned
as it is, between Oakham and Langham, some of the residents will gravitate
towards the larger churches of Oakham but some prefer the proximity and
different atmosphere of our village church. There is obviously the
opportunity for outreach in this area. It has a Church of England primary
school which in 2017 received an ‘Good’ Ofsted report. Over 50% of the
children attending the school are bussed in from the surrounding villages.
It also has a visiting post office, two pubs, a vintner, a farm shop and a few industrial units. A substantial
proportion of the working population commute out of the area, with Peterborough, Nottingham, Leicester and
London all within easy reach. Approximately 26% of the population are over sixty-five, with slightly under 20%
under eighteen. The majority of the housing is privately owned including a large residential caravan park.

The Church Building
The historic Church of St Peter and St Paul dates back to the twelfth
century and has seating for 250 people. The building is unusually large for
the size of the village, a fact which is often attributed to the patronage of
Simon de Langham, Archbishop of Canterbury 1366-8. The fabric of the
Church is basically sound. We have six very ancient bells, one dating back
to 1480, which are well looked after and rung every week by an active
team. The churchyard is closed and maintained by Rutland County Council.
There is a separate burial ground a short distance from the Church. The
church is open every day as a peaceful haven for all.

Church Life
St Peter and St Paul’s has an electoral roll of 45. Our usual pattern of worship
has been one service every Sunday following varied pattern plus a monthly
midweek BCP service, however we currently have no service on the 3rd Sunday
due to the vacancy. We have a small enthusiastic robed choir which is led by
one of our parishioners, joining with the larger benefice choir for team services
and events.
Our Lent course runs every year and is well attended as is our monthly meeting
for reflection, prayer and study – ‘The Light Circle’.
Without any major benefactors the PCC work continuously to raise funds to meet our commitments. To this end
the church reaches out to the wider community with numerous events throughout the year, including hosting
concerts and holding a biennial Christmas Tree festival (above).
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St Peter Brooke

The Village
There are 24 houses within the parish with a population of 65 adults, most of whom are middle aged or elderly;
there are very few children. Of the dwellings, four are farms. There are no shops, pubs or schools, and there is no
public transport. The village is situated two miles from Oakham.

The Church
The church, dedicated to St Peter, is Norman with a thirteenth century tower, and all the rest dates from late
Elizabethan or early Jacobean times. Victorian restoration did not materially alter the church, which is therefore
of great importance historically. It is rated with two stars in Simon Jenkins’s Best Churches, and for this reason has
many visitors, and it is open daily during daylight hours. The latest quinquennial inspection found that the fabric is
in excellent condition.

Services
Church services are held every Sunday, alternating between Holy Communion at 8am, and Evensong at 6pm. The
Holy Communion alternates between Common Worship one week, and BCP on the other, whilst Evensong is BCP.
Numbers are quite high at Evensong, 15 to 20, although lower in the mornings, probably because 8am is difficult
for our elderly congregation. Major festivals attract larger congregations, and the church is usually full for
Harvest, the Christmas Carol Service and the Patronal Festival. The church is a popular venue for weddings and
baptisms for people whose families have Brooke connections. We constantly seek ways to attract ‘new blood’.

Finance
Our financial position has until recently been sound,
although at present, with increases in the Parish Share,
income is not covering our outgoings. Given the age
profile of our congregation this gives cause for concern
for the future. The Parish Share is paid in full.

Hopes for the Future
We appreciate having a service every Sunday. We think it
excellent that in our group of parishes, a variety of styles
of service is available. We would not like all the members
of the group to practise a ‘one size suits all’ style of
worship. Each village (where, as here, there is only one service a week) should be a centre of excellence to suit
the needs of the local congregation. We appreciate having one member of the clergy responsible for the parish,
although we understand that it is not possible for them to officiate at all our services.
We are open to the priestly ministry of women. What we hope for is competence, sincerity, sympathy and
leadership, plus a sense of humour.
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All Saints Braunston

The Village
Braunston is two miles south-west of Oakham on the edge of the Diocese, with a population of just over 400. The
community has an agricultural tradition although many of the residents now commute to one of several towns
and cities around Rutland. The superbly refurbished Village Hall, All Saints Church and the two pubs are the
centres of a very lively and active community.

The Church Building
All Saints’ church dates from the twelfth century,
seating about 140 people. The spacious interior
includes some very fine wall paintings from the
fourteenth and fifteenth century.
The fabric of the church is in reasonable order.
However, damage to the South Aisle has been
caused by a large resident population of
Pipistrelle bats. The church has been selected to
be part of the Bats in Churches Project; funding
has been made available for action to be taken to
exclude the bats from inside the church. A sound
system has recently been installed. Also, a
generous gift of land has enabled the churchyard
to be extended. The church is open to visitors during daylight hours.

The People
The people of All Saints are a loving and
caring community, always ready to
welcome all who come to worship or visit
the church. Members of the congregation
work as a team to support and nurture
church life, and play an active role in the
many, varied village groups, activities and
events. The Electoral roll is 38. The PCC is
strong, giving effective and active support
to both church and village life.
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The Pattern of Worship
The monthly service pattern has strong Lay
participation. Services on the first three
Sundays begin at 11:00am – First and Third:
Holy Communion, Second: Sunday Worship,
Fourth: Informal services with a special flavour
depending on the season. On the Fifth Sunday
there is normally a joint Team service.
The average congregation hovers around 18
from a pool of around 30 regular worshippers.
The congregation at Festivals and special
occasions is much larger, in particular for the
Carol Service and the Travelling Village Nativity
Play which takes place on Christmas Eve and
visits several places in the village on its way
from the church to the village hall.
Vestments are used but the overall approach to worship is Low Church. There is a strong tradition of
congregational singing and participation. There is a Lay Reader and a Licensed Evangelist and strong Lay
participation. Effective use is made of everyone’s skills from cleaning and flower arranging to reading the lessons
and interceding. We are a registered Fair Trade church.
Charitable giving is important. Charities regularly supported are Christian Aid, Water Aid and Send a Cow and
more recently the Air Ambulance, Hope against Cancer and Dove Cottage Day Hospice.

Church Life in the Village
There is a lot of goodwill and support for church repairs and projects from the village as a whole. Two
Stewardship Campaigns have been held over the last three years. The Braunston Blokes’ Club (BBC) meets
monthly during the autumn and winter – the meetings cover a diverse range of topics including Christianity.
Blokes’ Club members and friends have undertaken valuable work in the repair and maintenance of the
churchyard. There is an ecumenically based regular house group, and participation in Lent groups organised by
Oakham and District Churches Together. There is a regular team of bell ringers.
There are plans to run a discipleship course. Alpha courses have been run in previous years. At the present time
there is no children’s or youth work being run.

Church and Community
The Church and the Village Hall
Committee jointly organise social
events throughout the year, the
largest being the annual May Fayre.
The two most important church
events, Advent Fayre (right) and
Journey to Jesus (above), are well
supported and participated in by the
community as a whole. Other
community events have included
Mothering Sunday breakfasts or teas
and a breakfast in support of
Christian Aid Week.

Finance
Finance is sound but not strong. Most of the giving is gift aided. There is a Fabric Fund. Twice yearly donations are
received from Braunston Charities and an annual donation from Braunston Parish Council.
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St Andrew Hambleton

The Village
Hambleton is on the peninsula in Rutland Water, some 2 miles from Oakham. A bicycle/ pedestrian track around
the peninsula attracts sponsored events and visitors. The village has 3 working farms, holiday cottages, a ‘gastro’
pub and Hambleton Hall Hotel. There are several large new houses. The 140 strong community is welcoming and
supports both the church and the village hall.

The Church Building
The church is listed grade 11*. Its earliest fabric is Norman but it is mainly remarkable for its late Victorian glass
and refurbishments of the 1890s. The building is in good condition: major works to the roofs, high level masonry
and windows, and other repairs recommended in the 2015 QI Report were completed in 2017. The churchyard is
well maintained. Church treasures, the organ and heating and electrics are similarly in good condition.

Church Life
Holy Communion is celebrated on the second and fourth
Sundays each month, with services on Palm Sunday, Easter
Sunday, Remembrance Sunday, Christmas Eve and (usually)
Mothering Sunday, plus a Harvest Evensong and a
Carol/Christingle service in Advent. The congregation is
currently trialling the Modern Language Common Worship.
Regular Sunday attendance is usually below ten, but
numbers on the significant dates, range from 20 to 60
people. The church is a popular wedding venue. St Andrew’s
is opened 365 days a year by twelve families, many of whom
are not worshippers.
Because the church has no facilities, most non-worshipping
activities of the PCC take place in the village hall.

Church Finances
St Andrew’s is on a sound financial footing, and the PCC
expects this to continue. The 2017 major works were
financed by years of fundraising and from other sources,
including major grants from county and national level
bodies. The PCC retains healthy reserves and will continue
fund-raising activities e.g., to finance an enhanced annual
maintenance programme.

Church Growth
There are few opportunities for greater worship or community use: the village is small, close to Oakham and has a
good village hall. The PCC therefore sees its mission as growing the congregational witness to the village and
visitors through generous and hospitable engagement with village and wider concerns, while maintaining the
church as a welcoming and reflective space for all.
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St Edmund Egleton

The Village
Although for centuries Egleton has been a farming community, there is now only one working farm and the
majority of adults are retired. There are 39 houses in the village with a population of 80 including 14 children.
Egleton Bird Centre and the cycle routes around Rutland Water attract visitors to the village.

The Church Building
The Church, dedicated to St Edmund, dates from the 12th
century with many 14th century additions. There was once a
north aisle which was demolished when it fell into disrepair.
There are interesting Romanesque carvings above the south
porch and on the pillars of the chancel arch. The Church holds
about one hundred. In recent years the roof has been repaired,
the spire tip rebuilt and the weather vane refurbished. The fabric
is in good repair but on-going maintenance costs are a heavy
burden on a small village. The churchyard is well cared for. The
Church is kept open during daylight hours.

Church Life
Two services of Holy Communion are held each month,
rotating with the parish of Hambleton. There is a strong
PCC, and festivals, including Harvest, are well supported by
the village. Parishioners read the lessons, lead
intercessions, play the organ, prepare the sanctuary,
provide flowers and clean the church. Recently, a new
Viscount Chorum digital organ has been installed. Concerts
and Flower Festivals have been held and more recently a
summer drinks party which includes the whole village.
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