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27 September 2017 
 
 

Stewardship 2017 
 

As many of you know it was announced in July that I will be leaving the Parish early in 2018 following my wife’s appointment 
as Bishop of Loughborough. Oakham will be a difficult place to let go and inevitably my thoughts are turning to the state in 
which the parish will be when I leave. There will be plenty of times for goodbyes and looking back at what has gone well and 
where I have failed. However I am determined that I should leave to my successor, whoever she or he is, a parish that 
continues to take our financial responsibilities seriously.  
 

Oakham has for at least a generation engaged with principles of stewardship giving. It is amazing to me that so many faithful 
Anglicans still imagine that the things of God and the things of money are to be kept separate. We are each called to a spirit 
of generous giving and self offering , which includes of our money and resources. Furthermore it is clear to me in my own 
practice of giving that it is a blessing to be able to be generous in giving to God’s work particularly through the work of the 
local Parish. For every example of a parishioner who has yet to fully embrace this message, I am constantly humbled by the 
generous giving of so many. I should not let this season pass without recording my sincere thanks for every instance of 
generous financial support from so many people 
 

But that is not to say that we should rest on our laurels, resourcing a parish of this size is an ongoing challenge. That is why 
over recent years we regularly review the finances of the Parish, and I am writing to you to ask you to play your part in the 
challenges that lie before us.  
 

I am grateful to the Parochial Church Council and our Treasurers who ensure that our finances and accounts are very well 
ordered. In 2017 it is becoming clear that we are falling behind budget in our planned stewardship giving, not least through 
the death of regular givers. If we are to accomplish the things we wish in this next three years, we need to reconsider both 
our approach to giving and how we use our resources. All of this will be presented to the parish on Sunday 8th October 2017 
during our 8am; 10.30am and 6pm services. This letter is your invitation to attend. Afterwards you will receive a pack 
outlining the message of our stewardship campaign and an opportunity to respond. Those not present will have this material 
delivered to them, there is no hiding! I believe this prayerful presentation will allow each of us to play our part in meeting our 
financial challenges.  
 

There will be many occasions over the next few months when I will be doing something for the last time as your vicar. This is 
the last Stewardship Campaign I will preside over and I want it both to be a duty for each parishioner but also a joy. For the 
Lord loves a Cheerful Giver  
 

Yours in gratitude 
 

 
 
 

 
Canon Lee Francis-Dehqani 


